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20 September1999

I amwii.ng to urgeyou to requirelabelingof allgeneticalyengineered(GE) foods andpackaged
productscontainingGE foods. I am concernedabout the environmentaland health effecmof
these products. I have become awarethat increasedusageof these GE foods willukknatelybe
detrimentalto the overall health of our nation’s people. GE foods cmy with them many
dangerouspossibfities. Pesticide-resistantGE plantspdinate surroundingplants,allowingboth
weedsandpeststo developresistanceto (normally)deadlychemicals.Iucreaseduse of genetkdly
engineeredfoods also leadsto an increasein humanresistanceto antibiotics,due to the use of
antibiotic-resistantgenesin GE food creation. Furthermo~ GE foods leavethe potentialfor
deadlyreactionsin people with food allergies(e.g. soybeansusinga Brazil nut gene to increase
proteincontent). While GE foods mayaidin increasingandensuringour food supply,they may
be inevitablyhtutingus in the longrun.

The Food and Drug Administrationhas historical been an importantprotector of consumer
rights and public health. Please continue to allow consumers to make informed decisions
regardingtheir personalnutritionby requiringmanufacturersto labeltheir products.Thankyou
for your attention in this matter. I look forwiql to more strident regulationsof genetically
modifiedfood productsin the nearfuture.

sincerely,

&#7%d%-&.Q.
CathleenM. Brown
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